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THE CONTINUOUS BLESSING
J. B. McBride
"I will bless the Lord at all times:
his praise shall continually be in my
mouth."—Psalm 34:1.
It seems altogether unreasonable
to the natural man that one can have
continuous victory, and be able to
praise the Lord at all times. But
there is an experience in the Christian life where one can be emptied of
self and filled with the Spirit of God,
and where the habit of praising the
Lord and blessing His holy name will
become second nature; for, when one
moves over into the Canaan land of
Christian experience, he adopts the
language of that country, and it is a
lovely language as Canaan is a lovely
country. There the soul will sing
"psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, making melody in his heart
unto the Lord." The spirit of gloom
has passed away; and, no matter how
severe the trial or the testing, the
sanctified soul will be cheerful. To
the world this is indeed a mystery,
for the natural man cannot understand the things of God for "they are
spiritually discerned." One must become spiritual before he can understand spiritual things. This necessitates the New Birth which brings the
soul into the experience of initial salvation. When one has been born
again, he then begins to understand
Divine things, and to walk in the light
and make advancement in spiritual
life.
It is very evident that when one
has received initial salvation he can

cerned, but when he enters the sanctified life—receives the experience of
perfect love and overcoming grace—
he becomes established in the things
of God, and has the continuous blessing that makes him exclaim, "I will
bless the Lord at all times: his praise
shall continually be in my mouth." He
4g?
has gotten out of the wilderness and
\<a \ei 'YS "Ste "va
has
entered the land of peace and
Hark! what mean those holy voices,
plenty,
where the rivers flow with
Sweetly sounding through the skies?
milk
and
honey, and where the flowers
Lo! the angelic host rejoices;
Heavenly hallelujahs rise.
bloom all the year round, and where
the song bird in the soul sings in
Listen to the wondrous story,
Him no matter how fiercely the storm
Which they chant of hymns of joy:
"Glory in the highest, glory,
may rage nor how long may seem the
Glory be to God most high!
tunnel. "God is still on the throne"
"Peace on earth, good-will from Heaven,
and He is mindful of His own, and
Reaching as far as man is found;
will give us the paradoxical experiSouls redeemer and sins forgiven!
ence,
"Sorrowing, yet ever rejoicing."
Loud our golden harps shall sound.
How can we have this experience?
"Christ is born, the great Anointed;
"God, who commanded the light to
Heaven and earth His praises sing;
shine out of darkness, hath shined in
0 receive whom God appointed,
our hearts, to give the light of the
For our Prophet, Priest, and King.
knowledge of the glory of God in the
"Hasten, mortals, to adore Him; •
face of Jesus Christ. But we
Learn His name, and taste His joy,
have this treasure in earthen
Till in heaven ye sing before Him,
'Glory be to God most high!'"
vessels, that the excellency of the
power may be of God and not of us.
W v a i t e va Y& Y&. -vfe \<a Y& ra \<&^vs ¥5 Ta TS
We are troubled on every side, yet
Christ Jesus concerning you." The not distressed; we are perplexed, but
fully saved soul should have continu- not in despair; persecuted, but not
ous victory over the powers of the evil forsaken; cast down, but not destroyone; and though tried and tempted ed ; always bearing about in the body
sorely, be a,ble to say, as Jesus did the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the
"Get thee behind me, Satan." In life also of Jesus might be made maniChrist we are ma,de more than con- fest in our body. For we which live
querors. In the justified experience are always delivered unto death for
one may be more or less spasmodic as Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jefar as victory and rejoicing are con(Continued on page 5.)
then be filled with the Spirit of God
and be as able to bless the Lord at all
times as the Psalmist was in his day.
We are exhorted by St. Paul to "rejoice evermore" and to "pray without
ceasing," and "in every thing give
thanks: for this is the will of God in
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TO OUR READERS
This is the last number of the paper for 1928. The next issue will come
on January 7th. We wish to take this
opportunity to thank you all for the
measure of cooperation given us the
past year, and sincerely hope we may
see added interest among our contributors and readers during the coming year. We especially want to thank
our solicitors who have nobly stood
by us, and also all who have sent in
special subscriptions from time to
time. Our work could be lessened
greatly if every one would renew their
subscription when it falls due and also in submitting matter for the paper,
it be written on a separate sheet of
paper, and have it well written or if
possible typed before it is sent in.
In closing we extend to you the seasan's greetings and pray that the
riches of God's grace may be yours
abundantly thru Christ Jesus our
Lord.—Editor.
FOUR SCORE AND TWELVE
After receiving many greetings and
congratulations from Visitor readers
and others on my ninety-second birthday anniversary, November 14th, it
occurred to my mind that instead of
writing personal letters, I would express in the columns of the Evangelical Visitor my appreciation, and sincerely thank you all for your kind remembrance of me. May the blessings of the Lord be with you always.
The question has often come to my
mind why it is that young ministers,
and older ones too, and many others
who were needed in the Church and
in homes, have pa,ssed away and I am
yet among the living. I feel really
grateful to my Heavenly Father that
my health is normal, free from aches
and pains, able to read and write, and
to have the comforts of home and
care in the closing years of my life,
and not for these things only, but for
the spiritual blessings I enjoy. I do
not cease to pray for all, and that I
may have the continued use of my
mind and health while my stay is
here below, until the Master calls
"come up higher."
—Benjamin Cassel.
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M. B. C. Conference Program
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13TH
9:00
10:00
11:00
1:30
2:30

Sunday School
Study—Worship and Prayer
Habakkuk
The Bible's Unique Message
The Remedy for Man's Restoration
Rom. 3:21-8:39
3:30 Colossians
6:00 Hour of Prayer
7:00 Fellowship and Song
8:00

Eld. Samuel Stoner
A. C. Rosenberger
Eld. Jacob Ginder
Eld. A. W. Climenhaga
Eld. J. A. Brandt
Student Leaders

Sermon

Eld. Ray Witter
MONDAY, JANUARY 14TH

9:40
11:05
1:15
2:10
3:05
6:00
7:00
7:45

Untold Value of Spiritual Blessings Thru Regular Attendance in
Worship
Rev. C. F. Derstine
Joseph as an Example to Young People
Eld. Ray Witter
(Group Session) Problems of Sunday School
Ernest Frey
Mission Study
Frances Davidson
Reverence for God's House
Dr. P. J. Wiebe
Discussion Period
Hour of Prayer
Student Leaders
Song Service
Student Leaders
Sermon
Eld. Ray Witter
TUESDAY, JANUARY 15TH

9:40

The Imperishable Bible and Its Relations to Every Man
Rev. C. F. Derstine
11:05 Sanctification—Its Two-Fold Meaning
Eld. Ray Witter
1:15 (Group Session) Problems of Sunday School
Ernest Frey
Mission Study
Frances Davidson
2:10 Fruits of a Holy Life
Dr. P. J. Wiebe
3:05 Discussion Period
6:00 Hour of Prayer
Student Leaders
7:00 Praise Meeting
7:45

Sermon

Eld. Ray Witter
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16TH

9:40

The Impossible and Unreasonable Demands of Unbelief
Rev. C. F. Derstine
11:05 Sanctification—Its Two-Fold Meaning
Eld. Ray Witter
1:15 (Group Session) Problems of Sunday School
Ernest Frey
Mission Study
Frances Davidson
2:10 Divine Living
Dr. P. J. Wiebe
3:05 Discussion Period
6:00 Hour of Prayer
Student Leaders
7:00 Yielding to the Master
Albert H. Brechbill
7:45 Sermon
Eld. Ray Witter
THURSDAY, JANUARY 17TH
9:40
11:05
1:15
2:10
3:05
6:00
7:00
7:45

The Buildmg of an Ideal Christian Congregation..Rev. C. F. Derstine
Address
Eld. Lester Meyers
(Group Session) N. T. Study
Eld. C. Eshelman
Music Instruction
Prof. Earl Miller
The Dress Question
Dr. P. J. Wiebe
Discussion Period
Hour of Prayer
Student Leaders
Praise Meeting
Sermon
Eld. Ray Witter
FRIDAY, JANUARY 18TH

9:40
11:05
1:15

Jesus the Lord of Life
Address
(Group Session) Book of Jude
(Continued on page 5.)

Rev. C. F. Derstine
Eld. Lester Meyers
-Eld. Chas. Eshelman
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EDITORIAL
CHRISTMAS
With the approach of the Christmas season we have brought to us
once more the fact of the coming of
Him who was born in Bethlehem of
Judea, King of the Jews and the Savior of the world. It is without doubt
"The Gladest Event of the Centuries,"
and is of greater importance than
any other preceeding event in human
history, being heralded, as it was, by
angelic messengers and caroled by the
choir of heaven.
There has been no little dispute as
to when the actual birth of Christ occurred and also many have wondered
how much Christians should participate in the celebration of Christmas
day. The writer does not attempt to
finally settle either of these questions,
but hopes to make clearer our relationship to this wonderful event and
indicate what to him would seem the
reasonable attitude of men and women professing Godliness.
There is nothing certain that Jesus was born on December the 25th,
as the New Testament does not even
indicate the time of the year when
Jesus was born, (with perhaps one
possible exception) and if any possible date could be ascertained by a
study of the scriptures bearing on the
subject it would point to an entirely
different date for the birth of our
Lord than December the 25th. The
objections have been given pro and
con by many writers of repute and
we are giving you the benefit of several excerpts of these writers.
"At the birth of Christ every woman and
child was to be taxed at the city whereto
they belonged, whither some had long journeys: but the middle of the winter was not
fitting for such business, especially for women with child and children to travel in.
Therefore Christ could not be born in the
depth of winter. Again, at the time of
Christ's birth, the shepherds lay abroad
watching their flocks in the night time; but
this was not likely to be in the middle of
winter. And if any shall think that the
winter wind was not so extreme in these
parts, let him remember the words of Christ
in the Gospel: 'Pray that your flight be not
in the winter.' If the winter was so bad a
time to flee in, it seems no fit time for
shepherds to lie in the fields and women and
children to travel in." (Mede's Works, 1672
Discourse xlvii.)

This argument would seem to be
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conclusive, but it is met in part by
Schaff, who writes:

reader will also note the changed expressions from "babe" as in Luke to
"Young child" in Matthew, also "Manger" to "house" where Joseph and
Maxy had in all probability taken up
their dwelling by this time: (c) It
will be further noted that Herod must
have received information from the
Wise Men indicating that the child
might be nearly two years old, because his decree of slaughter specifically mentions two years old and
under.
The Keeping of Special Days
Without doubt our Savior knew the
weakness of men and His great desire
to have men come to a true knowledge
of God as spirit, and a worship of
God in spirit and truth is the real purpose of New Testament teaching in
saying so little about special days.
There is however enough recorded of
the life and practices of our Lord and
His disciples to indicate that certain
feast days and other special days as
Pentecost, etc., were given special distinction, and while the Apostle Paul
in Gal. 4:10 warns the Galation brethren concerning the keeping of days,
months, times, etc., it must be remembered that these people had in a
great measure turned from the truth
of the Gospel, which revealed justification by faith, without the works of
the law and were again trusting to
their own works to reconcile them to
God, and indeed the keeping of special days, or the observance of circumcision could accomplish little for people who were once born into the family of God by faith in the Lord Jesus.
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"The time of pasturizing in Palestine begins, according to the Talmudists, in March
and lasts till November, when the herds are
brought in from the fields and kept under
shelter till the close of February. But this
refers chiefly to pastures in the wilderness,
far away from towns and villages, and admits of frequent exceptions in the close
neighborhood of towns, according to the
character of the season. A succession of
bright days in December and January is of
frequent occurrence in the east, as in western countries. Tobler, an experienced traveler in the Holy Land, says that in Bethlehem the weather about Christmas is favorable to the feeding of the flocks, and
often most beautiful. On the other hand,
strong and cold winds often prevail in April,
and explain the fire mentioned in John 18:18.
"No certain conclusion can be drawn from
the journey of Jospeh and Mary to Bethlehem and to Egypt; nor from the journey of
the Magi. As a rule February is the best
time for traveling in Egypt, March the best
in the Sinaitic Peninsula, April and May,
and next to it autumn, the best in Palestine;
but necessity knows no rule" (Church History, Vol. 1, p. 128.)

From these quotations it would
seem that nothing definitely could be
established regarding the climatic
conditions, but are there not other
evidences which make a, direct appeal
as to the time or season of the year
when the memorable event took place.
1. It is a well known fact that all
the great dispensations as recorded
in Scripture occurred in the springtime of the year. This is true of
Noah's leaving the a,rk; of the Children of Israel leaving the land of
Egypt; of the death and resurrection
of Christ; and why not of His birth
also?
2. The climatic condition: the birth
of Christ in December is not an impossibility, but is it not more probable
that these shepherds may have been
feeding or watching the flocks which
were to be used in the temple sacrifices or more particularly in the passover season.
3. The coming of the Magi: A
great many have supposed that the
visit of wise men occurred on the
night of Christ's birth, but a careful
reading of Matt. 2, will disclose the
following: (a) That the special star
or luminary announcing the birth of
Jesus appeared to these men while
they were still in a far distant land,
and it being only reasonable to connect the appearance of the star with
the birth of Jesus, it would take at
least a year for these men to make
the journey to Jerusalem; (b) the

Returning to the origin of the
Christmas festival we are further enlightened by the writers of antiquity
and we will do well to note their import.
"The chief addition to the festivals of
the church which belongs to this period is
that of Christmas. Apparently no feast of
Christ's nativity was held in the church till
the fourth century. By the second century,
January 6 had been observed by the Gnostic disciples of Basilides as the date of Jesus' baptism. At a time not now apparent,
but probably about the beginning of the
fourth century, this was regarded in the
east as the time of Christ's birth also, by
reason of an interpretation of Luke 3:23,
which made him exactly thirty years old at
his baptism. Other factors were at work,
however. It was an opinion in the third
century that the universe was created _ at
the verbal equinox, reckoned in the Julian
calendar as March 25. Similar habits of
(Continued on page 15.)
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CONTRIBUTIONS
MUSINGS
In all of our Sunday Schools, following the Uniform Lessons of the
past six months, we have been learning of Paul's work in bringing the
Gospel of Grace to the Gentiles. In the
Lord's choice of Paul for that ministry he is designated by God to Ananias, a "chosen vessel unto me
to bear my name before the Gentiles,
and kings, and to the children of Israel." Acts 9:15. In Acts 22:14, 15,
Paul says of Ananias' charge to him
that God said to him, "The God of
our fathers hath chosen thee that
thou shouldest know his will and see
that Just One," and "be his witness
unto all men of what thou hast seen
and heard," and in verse 21 the Lord
said to him "Depart: for I will send
thee far hence unto the Gentiles.
"Elsewhere he is spoken of as the
Apostle to the G e n t i l e s . This
plainly teaches that a s p e c i a l
messenger was needed for t h e
Gentiles, and presumably a special
message as well. So now we may in
a brief way take a view of his work
as we have studied it in Acts, chapters 9 to 20 inclusive. From the time
of his conversion to the time of his
arrest in Jerusalem were years of
great opportunity unto himself and
importance to the church.
In ch. 9 we have the conversion of
Saul of Tarsus. In chap. 11 he is
sought and found by Barnabas in his
home province Cilicia, and brought to
Antioch in Syria where they together
labored a whole year and taught much
people. But ch. 13 marks the beginning of his real work. Here the Holy
Spirit assumes the leadership, and
sends Barnabas and Saul to Gentile
regions. When Antioch in Pisidia is
reached Saul is Paul and also the
leader. Here in the synagogue Paul
preached the first sermon to a congregation of Jews and Gentiles. This
sermon stands out as a peculiar adaption for Gentile hearers. How different from Peter's sermon to Jews and
proselites in the temple in Jerusalem

on the Day of Pentecost. There it
was "Repent and be baptized," but
here "Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through
this man is preached unto you the
forgiveness of sins, and by him all
that believe are justified from all
things, from which ye could not be
justified by the law of Moses." v Here
also occurred the first turning of the
missionaries that "as many as were
ordained to eternal life, believed."
Then came Iconium, Lystra,, where
Paul was stoned, and Derbe, returning over the same ground to the place
of starting, Antioch of Syria.
Chapter 15 settled the question as
to Gentiles keeping the law of Moses.
Chapter 16 finds Paul and Barnabas separated, and Paul with his new
helpers, Silas and Timothy finds himself called into Europe, where beginning at Philippi the gospel came to
Thessalonica,, Berea, Athens and Corinth, chapters 16, 17, 18.
Paul's third missionary journey is
described in chapters 19 and 20,
where Paul labored in Ephesus for
three years, and gave his farewell address to the Ephesian elders. Here
ends the account of his missionary
efforts. His return to Jerusalem resulted in his arrest and imprisonment, culminating in imprisonment
in Rome.
The facts here given lie on the surface as history. They are of importance, perhaps much more than lies
on the surafce. But in my musings
I am led to things of special importance which, though not lying on the
surface as do the facts recounted, yet
are plain enough and not difficult to
find. I ask, why a special apostle and
a special gospel for the Gentiles, for
as we have seen, Paul was that chosen
apostle and to him was revealed the
special gospel, Gal. 1:11, 12.
Of our Lord Jesus Christ we are
told in Rom. 15:8 that he was a minister of the circumcision for the truth
of God, to confirm the promises made
unto the fathers." That period covered his earth life. His ministry was

Monday, December 24, 1928
confined to the land of Canaan, Jewish territory, being sent only to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel. His
twelve apostles were restricted in
their ministry the same as He Himself. "Go not into the way of the
Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not. But rather
go to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel."
But Rom. 15:9 to 12 indicates that
Jesus had a two-fold work. The second phase of his work had reference
to Gentile salvation. They also were
to have salvation offered to them.
This could not be entered into until
His redemptive work was completed.
"Living He loved me, dying He saved
me,
Buried He carried my sins far away,
Rising He justified freely forever,
One day He's coming, 0 glorious
day!"
Christ's post-resurrection commission to the twelve was to "Go and
preach the Gospel to every creature."
The wall of partion between Jew and
Gentile was removed. The Synoptic
gospels Matthew, Mark and Luke, are
restricted to Christ's ministry in the
flesh. All the people to whom he ministered were under the covenant of
the law of Moses. No Gentiles were
among them.
Now, returning to Paul. "He testified to both Jews and Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward
our Lord Jesus Christ." But neither
in his most extended sermon, as at
Antioch in Pisidia, nor in any other
of his discourses is there any reference to a kingdom of heaven, the entrance into which required works
meet for repentance. Repentance is
not anymore the word of emphasis as
in the kingdom teaching, but believing, which word, or its equivalent, occurs one hundred and fifty times. The
Greek word which is translated repentance means, we are told, "to have
another mind," "to change the mind."
This change of mind is with respect
of sin, of God, and of self. Self-judgment accompanies this experience.
The thief on the cross said, we suffer righteously but this man hath
done nothing worthy of death. The
Philippian jailor cried in his fear,
"Sirs, what must I do to be saved ?"

Monday, December 2.4, 1928
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He was not told to repent or to pray,
but to believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ. This for his own salvation
and that of his house. Neither is
there any different teaching indicated as having occurred at Thessalonica nor at Berea. At Athens Paul
said that "Now God commandeth all
men everywhere to repent." At Corinth it is said that many of the Corinthians, "hearing believed and were
baptized." But in I Cor. 15 Paul tells
us what he preached as the gospel.
"For I delivered unto you first of all
that which I also received, how that
Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he rose again according
to the Scriptures, and that he was
seen of Cephas and of the twelve."
(I Cor. 15:3-5). This he asserts was
the gospel he preached unto them,
which also they received: by this
they were saved and in which they
are now standing.
The gospel which Paul preached to
the Gentiles was revelation received
from God (Gal. 1:11, 12. He had not
been taught it by any of the Lord's
apostles. This gospel he designates
as "my gospel," also as "the gospel
of the grace of God," adapted to both
Jew and Gentile and is wholly different from the kingdom of heaven gospel and we should cease to confuse
the two. That was suited to a people under law and was entered by
works of righteousness. The other is
entered into by being born again
which is accomplished according to
John 1:11-13, "by receiving Christ
even by believing on His name."

experience of Full Salvation which
enabled him to "bless the Lord at all
times" and have His praise continually in his mouth!
There is a calm center of the
cyclone that tears up trees by the
roots, and there is a depth in the sea
whose quietness is never disturbed
by the commotion on the bosom of
the sea. There is a river that flows
on, fraught with the blessing of God
continually, filling the soul and causing praises to spring forth. There is
a path which . . . the vulture's eye
hath not seen: the lion's whelps have
not trodden it, nor the fierce lion
passed by it." Blessed be God that
there is a continuous blessing for the
soul! "I will bless the Lord at all
times."—Selected by J. E. Haldeman.

THE CONTINUOUS BLESSING
(Continued from page 1.)

sus might be made manifest in our
mortal flesh."—II Cor. 5:6-11.
Thank God, we can have the continuous blessing! This is the wonder
of wonders both of men and angels.
It is the marvel of the ages that God
can take a poor fallen man, so change
his heart and life that he can be always in a joyful mood. How glad the
writer is that this great truth was
preached in his state by fearless
preachers of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. How gladly he welcomed the
light, and how glad he was to get the

A humble heart is an aspiring
heart. It can not be contented to get
up some rounds in Jacobs' ladder,
but it must get to the very top of the
ladder, to the very top of holiness.
Verily, heaven is for that man, and
that man is for heaven, who sets up
for his mark the perfection of holiness.

2:10
3:05
6:00
7:00
7:45
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BE YE KIND ONE TO ANOTHER
Ephesians 4.23
We may not reach the good we seek,
Nor to perfection climb;
But we may reach the goal in Christ
That makes us always kind.
How many seek for greatness here—
How few true greatness find.
Jesus can give us best of all—
Greatness to be kind.
There is some good we all may say
Of every one we find.
Can greater good of us be said
Than he—or she—is kind?
In seeking in this world the best,
How few there are that find
The very best of all that's good—
God's love that's ALWAYS kind.
Our
We
But
The

friends on Earth we prize so dear
always keep in mind,
Oh, how often we forget
One to ALL that's kind!

When we have reached our journey's end,
How blessed if we find
The greatest Treasure we possess
Is Christ who made us kind.
—J. A. Ellis.

M. B. C. CONFERENCE PROGRAM
(Continued from page 2.)
Music Instruction
Prof. Earl Miller
Our Duty Towards Our Government
Dr. P. J. Wiebe
Regeneration
Eld. T. S. Doner
Hour of Prayer
Student Leaders
A Message to Seekers
Sermon
Eld. Ray Witter
SATURDAY, JANUARY 19TH
Young People's Day

9:30 Courtship and Marriage
10:10 Plain Pacts for Young People
11:00 Preparing for Life
1:30 Getting An Education
2:20 Victory Through Christ
3:10 Musical Program
6:00 Hour of Prayer
7:00 Oration—Courage In Standing for Right
7:45 Sermon

Eld. John Martin
Abraham Brechbill
C. W. Lindeman
Eld. Enos H. Hess
Bish. Wilber Snider
Director, E. Miller
Student Leaders
LeRoy Yoder
Eld. Ray Witter

SUNDAY, JANUARY 20TH
Missionary Day
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Missionary Message
...
Abraham Brechbill
10:30 Address
Eld. L. Myers
11:00 The Needs of Africa
Ella Gayman
1:15 India's Call
Eld. A. W. Climenhaga
2:00 Paul's Message as a Missionary
Eld. C. N. Hostetter, Jr.
2:45 Who Shall Go?
Student Leaders
6:00 Hour of Prayer
7:00 Praise Meeting
Eld. Ray Witter
8:00 Sermon
Moderators: Bish. Wilber Snider and Pres. E. H. Hess.
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Reports
NOTES TAKEN FROM SUNDAY SCHOOL
CONFERENCE
at Duntroon, Ont.
The Value of a Sunday School to the
Community, Morally, Socially and Spiritually, by Chas. Cooklin.
"We sometimes wonder if there is any
moral virtue coming from a Sunday School,
when we see the immorality in the districts
today. We find our officers of the law, who
have to do with the juvenile courts, questioning children arrested, as to their ever
attending a Sunday School.
"The freedom which we enjoy in our land
today is a direct result of the religious influence exerted by Christian people. Therefore, train a child when he is young the
way you want him to go, and our nation will
be growing better, instead of worse.
"The church draws her material from the
Sunday School. The S. S. is a feeder for
the Church. The older Christians are replaced by the young who are or should be
brought up in the Sunday School."
The Need of Teaching God's Word as a
Successful Method of Combating Modernism, by Elder Warren Winger.
"A generation ago some of our own
church people were very fearful of launching a S. S., and their views were not all
nonsense either. The Apostle Paul was
concerned for those who shall come after
because grievious wolves will enter the
flock.
"Modernism attempts to deny that God
created the world out of nothing, attempting to rob God of His creative power.
"The S. S. teacher can stamp upon the
child's mind that Jesus is the Son of God.
They can teach the way of Salvation but not
through culture.
Churches that are built up through culture are worthless. When we make a grammatical mistake, much adieu is made of it,
but if we make spiritual mistakes little is
said."
What are the Necessary Qualifications
for a Successful S. S. Worker, by Elder
Simon Cober.
"A worker cannot be successful without
the new birth. If the worker will try and
make a business of S. S. work he will go
about it in a business like manner. He will
care, etc., and will not be unconcerned. The
teacher will present the truth in such a
. way that the teaching will inspire. A
qualified worker will see that an assistant
is secured to take his place when he is unable to be present. He will also make visitors feel welcome."
What Do I as a Scholar Owe to the Sunday School? by Bish. Bert Sherk.
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"I am glad that I ever came into contact with the S. S. I was twenty-three years
of age before I was ever in a S. S. I am
sorry for this, but I am glad I am a scholar
now. I shall never be able to pay the debt
I owe the S. S. Many scholars have been
in the S. S. for years and don't know their
A. JB. C.'s yet. I owe my presence in S.
S. at the opening time. I also owe my support and prayers to the S. S."

Reward for Faithful Service, by Bro.
Richard Fisher.
"I am glad to know that God is faithful.
There is a just God and He will meet out a
just reward. A change must take place
within the human heart in order that we
may give faithful service to God. Something must be done before a reward can be
looked for."

To What Extent is the Superintendent Responsible for the Success of the S. S., by
Elder John Nigh.
"The Supt, must take responsibility.
Scholars must not shift responsibility unnecessary upon him. The Supt. is to be the
best man for the job. We should bear this
in mind in putting him there. A captain
who remains at the helm has a responsible
position and he needs tact. If the Supt. is
easily discouraged it will affect those under
him."

Appealing to the Heart Rather than to
the Head, by Elder L. Shoalts.
I Cor. 2:1.-4; 9-10; 14. "Jesus appealed to
the Samaritan woman, first to her mind to
secure His end. In order to appeal to the
heart it must come from the heart. The
S. S. Teacher should first know the Lord
before he can appeal to another. Every S.
S. worker needs to be a regular at the
weekly prayer meeting. I believe in the
heartfelt religion which brings joy to the
soul every day."
C. E. Heise, Cor.

What Was My Ideal When a S. S. Supt.,
by Elder fo. W. Heise.
"There are two phases of this subject
needing attention, the obstract and the
concrete. Ideal is the highest conception
which one might conceive. Ideals differ
widely. When I was a S. S. Supt., my ideal
was as follows:
" 'Punctuality, community interest, everybody inside the building, no visiting, reverence in the S. S., everybody present on
time, visitors welcome, variation, every
teacher present on time, make everybody
comfortable, Supt. should superintend, close
on time.'
"Supt. should be out for God, he should
never be late, he should be sociable, sympathetic, and live right during the week."
Necessity of Recognizing Individuality in
Children, by Bro. H. Fretz.
Deut. 6:4-7. "Our children of today will
be the grown-ups of tomorrow. Naturally
we try to meet the needs of our children.
Why not meet their spiritual needs. We
need to see the different individualities in
order to handle our children. In order to
do this we need to have wisdom. We should
try and gain the affections of the child who
is not so apt in learning. We should endeavor to gain the child's attention who
scorns right teaching."
Gathering in the Neglected Ones, by
Elder Earl Sider.
"The church from its inception has been
striving to bring in the neglected ones.
Later to cope with the trend of conditions.
Sunday Schools have striven to bring in the
neglected. Why do we neglect the people
of our community? If we have a Gospel
worth while should we not take it to those
about us. Distributing tracts take a message often where we cannot take the Gospel ourselves. It may be necessary to assist in clothing the poor first, before they
will come in. Let us do it if necessary."

SAN FRANCISCO MISSION
Greetings to all the readers of the Evangelical Visitor. We greet you in Jesus.
For He has kept us by His power these
months and blest us many times. Also has
worked by the Spirit's power in marvelous
ways.
We wish to write of a backslider's return to God the evening of September 23.
He was one who knew the Lord in the earlier years of our work and then failed to
walk and seek after light. He went out
for some years in deep sin. We found him
in one of the large wards in the hospital one
day during our visit. He had been ill and
remained there for some months. This was
shortly after the holidays early in 1928. A
few times he came round about in the open
air to listen but seldom came in the
mission. One day such a feeling of goodwill for everyone came over him. He said
people he was bitter against he had a kindly feeling for. He was alone in his room.
He wondered what it all meant. Then the
thought came, maybe God is speaking. He
there went on his knees and wept and prayed for two hours. Finally he felt he must
really settle the question of his salvation.
He came in and confessed his standing,
went to the altar; the Lord led him to make
some public confessions and quite a number
privately. This he did. Some were oh so
hard, but the Lord stood by him, as He always does to honest hearts.
Quite a number have been prayed for,
for the healing of their bodies. One Sunday night five were at the altar of prayer,
seeking the Lord, among them a sister who
prayed and sought the Lord for restoration
for a serious breaking out over her body.
The Lord definitely answered prayer, she
was fully healed and gives God all the glory.
On Sept. 28, Bish. C. C. Burkholder came
to us to hold a ten days revival. The first
Sunday he held our communion service,
which proved a blessing to me and all. The
meetings were attended well throughout
and at least two-thirds of the meetings
were closed with seekers at the altar. All
the while the Lord was doing a work in
the hearts. The Lord blest and put His
seal upon the efforts of our brother.
We are realizing the force of satanic
powers ever in face of the Holy Spirit's
workings. Some souls are so bound and
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each rebellion binds up the entrance way
just a bit tighter. Our cry to God is for
mighty deliverance through His name.
Brethren pray for the work of God here.
There is an unusual amount of sickness
raging throughout our city. We have added
dudes in way of visiting, also in lending a
helping hand in emergencies. This all takes
extra strength, however, gladly spent for
the Lord.
Receipts
Hall offerings
$234.34
Bro. Ignacious Ales, San Deigo, Cal. 10.00
A Brother
10.00
Bro. Paul George, Upland, Calif
5.00
Sr. Martha Kuhns, Mt. Joy, Pa
10.00
New Guilford S. S., Pa
37.70
Bro. and Sr., Mt. Pleasant, Rapho
Dist
5.00
In His Name
1-00
A Bro., Elizabethtown, Pa.
10.00
Bro. Ignacious Ales, San Deigo, Cal. 25.00
Bro. and Sr. A. J. Heisey, Hamlin,
Kans
2.00
In His Name, Calif
10.00
Total

Expenditures

Table supplies
House incidentals
Hall and house rents
Gas and Hall expenses
Poor
Coal and wood
Fruit for canning

$360.04
$ 53.58
7.63
202.50
27.54
7.32
6.00
2.70

Total
$307.27
Balance on hand Sept. 1st
$35.77
Balance on hand Dec. 1st,
$88.54
We are very thankful to all individuals
and churches, etc., for the supplying of
financial help for the carrying forward of
the work. We know the Lord rewards. God
bless you.
Your sisters in Christ,
Maggie E. Sollenberger and
Rhoda R. Wingert.
HUMMELSTOWN, PA.
A series of meetings opened in.the Brethren in Christ church at Hummelstown, on
November 12, Elder David Graybill from
Filer, Idaho, in charge. The meetings were
inspiring and quite well attended with soulstirring messages from our brother night
after night. The conviction that was fastening on the people was shaken off thru the
powerful work of the evil one, and therefore, no response came forth. Yet we feel
our brother's labors were not in vain, as
the church has received help. May God
bless our dear brother for his labor of love.
UPLAND, CALIFORNIA
Conclusion of revival meetings and B'ble
Conference—The last sermon was preached by Bro. J. H. Wagaman, Sunday evening,
Dec. 2, "Being overcomers" was stressed.
God's Holy Spirit did its work. In the
morning he snoke on "the water of life"
using John 7:27. God poured out His spirit
abundantly, our hearts were stirred. Thank
God a few souls were saved and others sanctified and reclaimed. A great epidemic of
influenza amongst us caused a small attendance during the meetings.
. Bible Conference—After a four days conference which closed November 30. No doubt
most all the topics were well discussed.
Some very vital and up-to-date matters were
snoken on. All in all we trust God was
glorified and the church edified. The attendance was scarcely one-half of what it
would have been if people were well.
J. H. B. Cor.
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REVIVAL MEETING REPORT
A revival meeting had been arranged for,
by the North Franklin District, Pa., to be
held at Mt. Rock Church, Nov. 18 to Dec.
2nd. The services were conducted by Rev.
S. C. Eshelman of New Kingston, Pa., whose
heart-searching and inspiring messages
were very readily accepted.
During the two weeks over twenty souls
sought the Lord, both for salvation and a
deeper work. Among this number were
children, and older ones, also married folk.
The interest increased until the very last
when people were turned away from the
doors because of lack of sufficient room to
accommodate them all.
We, as a church, believe the revival has
not closed, but seed sown then, will yet develop and bring forth fruit.
Emma E. Wenger.

Pate Saven
walk in the light which God gave them. O,
the great love of God. How He yearns to
lead His people out of bondage into the
glorious liberty of the Gospel. We thought
of the words of the Psalmist, where God
says, "Oh that my people had hearkened
unto me, and Israel had walked in my
ways! I should have fed them with the
finest of the wheat: and with honey out of
the rock would I have satisfied them."
We, too, have the responsibility of the
services at the Ashland County Home, which
are held every four weeks. There too are
precious souls for whom Christ died and He
is not willing that one of them should perish.
We humbly beg the prayers of God's
saints everywhere that we may be able to
fill the place God has assigned us and that
it may be truly said of us, "they have done
what they could."
Mrs. M. L. Dohner.

ASHLAND, OHIO
REVIVAL MEETING REPORT
It has been some time since a report has
been given from this place through the
Visitor. I am glad to tell you that the work
of he Lord is moving on, not, perhaps as
we long to see it, but in these days of apostasy, indifference, and worldLness, we rejoice the more over every victory won for
the Lord.
Our love feast in June, when Bro. Ray
Heisey of Union, Ohio, was with us, was a
time of very precious fellowship in the
Lord. How we rejoice that God still has
those of he younger generation who believe
the Bible as a whole, and who are not afraid
nor ashamed to proclaim the truth as it is
in Christ Jesus: a Gospel that not only
saves us from our sins but delivers us from
its power. His messages to the young, as
he warned them of the deceitfulness of sin
and of the many snares of the devil, by
which he seeks to destroy both soul and
body, were much appreciated.
In August a two weeks tent meeting was
held in Lincoln Heights, a suburb of Mansfield, with Bro. and Sr. Charles Eshelman
in charge. We were glad to give the Gospel in a new place and while it was in a
thickly settled district yet comnaratively
few attended the meetings. Bro. E=helman
continued to hold up the Word night after
night under the unction of the Siirit and
to press the invitation especially to the unsaved. We are glad that there were those
who responded, some for the first time and
others to renew their covenant with the
Lord, and are now rejoicing in sins forgiven.
Will you heln us prav that they may walk
on in the light that their lives may, tell for
Jesus in this rjlace.
Again in November we had our Bro. O.
B. Ulery with us for a three weeks meeting.
What precious times of waiting we had. before the Lord in prayer. What heart
searching messages we received. How we
sat in awe and amazement at the deep revelations of God's will for His people, at the
wonders of His great salvation, and at the
abundant provision God has made for His
children to live a life of victory and holiness.
We rejoice that a few souls were willing
to acknowledge their need and to press
their claims at a throne of grace. God's
presence seemed so near as we gathered
about them at the altar of prayer. As they
met conditions and looked up by faith, how
quickly and fully he satisfied their hungry
souls. On the other hand, our hearts were
saddened because so few were willing to

A series of revival meetings closed recently at the Bethel church. Bish. C. N. Hostetter brought the messages from night to
night, which were very inspiring and especially helpful to the saints. Several evenings prior to the preaching hour, he conducted Bible readings, answering by the
Word, certain questions as, "Who is Jesus
Christ?" "Where is He now?" "Will He
come again?"
Our hearts rejoiced to see children deeply converted, make their peace with God.
A number of souls received definite help,
verifying the great faithfulness and love of
God to "whosoever will." Truly the mass
of people do not recognize the great provision, made in Jesus Christ, to flee the
wrath to come, but go risking their all without any reason for rejecting the wonderful
mercy extended to them.
May God richly bless Bro. Hostetter for
his labor of love in our midst, and grant
that the Word which has been so faithfully
given may yet speak and entreat those who
have not yielded.
—Cor.

REPORT OF LYCOMING TENT SERVICE
Greeting in Jesus precious name, in
whom we trust; praise and honor be to
Him to whom all honor is due.
On June 23, 1928, there opened a tent
service in Lycoming Co., Pa., at the Fairfield Centre School house. The service
opened with good attendance, but was somewhat hindered the first w e k on account of
the wet weather; nevertheless the Lord'
was with us in power. Elder Herman Miller, from Altoona. was our Evangelist. Sr.
Mary Hess, Sr. Maggie Frey our workers.
The last week we enjoyed having Sr. Irene
Frey and Anna Brubaker with us also. The
services were well attended and the Lord
met with us in an unusual way. in conv'cting the unsaved. We praise Him that at
least some of them yielded to the voice of
God. There were about thirty at the altar
of prayer, among which was our entire Sunday School with the exception of two. It
was blessed to see children, young people,
fathers and mothers at the altar. Praise
God a real season of rejoicing was in the
camp at times. August 12th, nine of these
were taken in church fellowship and baptized. We thank the Lord that alone thru
Him conviction and saving grace has come
and prayers have been answered. These
(Continued on page 9.)
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MARRIAGES
ALES-EVANS—On November 28, 1928,
at the home of the bride's parents in San
Diego, Calif., Bro. Ignatius Ales and Sister Miriam L. Evans, both of San Diego,
were joined in the bonds of holy matrimony. Bishop C. C. 'Burkholder officiating.
May God's blessing attend them.
KUHN-MILLER — On Thanksgiving
morning, Nov. 29th, 1928, Bro. Charles T.
Kuhn and Sister M. Ruth Miller of ManorPequea district, Pa., were united in marriage. The ceremony was performed at the
home of the officiating minister, Eld. C. N.
Hpstetter, Jr., Refton, Pa.

OBITUARIES
ENGLE—Sister Kate Wenger-Engle, eldest daughter of Bro. Samuel and Sister
Azenith Wenger, was born in Franklin Co.,
Pa., Oct. 5, 1873. She came with her parents to Dickinson Co., Kansas, in 1880,
where she spent the remainder of her life.
She was converted Dec. 22, 1891, and
united with the 'Brethren in Christ church.
Later in years she consecrated her life to
God and received the anointing of the Holy
Spirit.
On Jan. 10, 1892, she was united in marriage to M. G. Engle of Abilene, Kans. To
this union were born four children: Earl W.
of Abilene; Hazel Irene, wife of Jacob W.
Bert of Detroit; Frank W., having preceded
his mother in death nearly seven years; La-
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Messiah Home, in charge of Bro. D. L. and Sister
Mattie Graybill, 1175 Bailey St., Harrisburg, Pa.

E. V. Publishing House
Nappanee, Indiana
Permanent Church Headquarters
Messiah Rescue and Benevolent Home.
1175 Bailey Street
Harrisburg, Pa
Attention of General Conference Secretary

City Missions
Aitcona Mission, in charge of Eld. Herman G. Miller
and wife, 613—4th Ave., Altoona, Pa.
Buffalo Mission, 25 Hawley St., in charge of Eld.
and Sr. Earl Bossert.
Chicago Mission, 6039 Halstead St., in charge of
Sarah Bert and workers. Phone, Went worth 7122.
Dayton Mission, 601 Taylor St., in charge of Bish.
W. H. and Sr. Susie Boyer.
Des Moines, Iowa Mission, 1194—14th St., in charge
of Eld. H. W. Landis and wife.
Philadelphia Mission, 3423 N . 2nd St., in charge of
Elder Clyde Shirk and wife.
San Francisco Mission, 3739—20th St., in charge of
Maggie E. Sollenberger and workers.
Wetland Mission, 36 Elizabeth St., Welland, Ont., in
charge of L. B. Schell and wife.

Rural Missions
Bethel Mission, in charge of Eld. and Sr. D. E. Jennings, Sylvatus, Va.
Mt. Carmel Mission, in charge of Elder Henry P.
and Sr. Fern Heisey, Gladwin, Mich., Star Route
Iron Springs Mission, in charge of Christian H.
Sider and wife, Fairfield, Pa.
Kentucky Mission Field, in charge of Elder Albert
Engle and wife, Garlin Kentucky.

Orphanages
Jabbok Orphanage, Thomas Okla.
M-t. Carmel Home, Morrison, 111., in charge of Sr.
Katie Bollinger and workers.
Messiah Orphanage,
Florin, Pa., A. B. Musser,
Steward, and Katie L. Musser, Matron.

Mar P. of Abilene.
For over thirty years sister Engle was a
patient sufferer with colitis. At different
times the Lord undertook for her. About
three years ago she was in a serious condition and complying with James 5:14-15
she received the healing touch, from that
time she gradually regained her strength
and for over a year has enjoyed good health.
Sister Engle was a kind and loving wife
and mother showing her Christian character by her life and testimony. She was
discrete, chaste, keeper at home, good. Titus 2:5.
On Sunday, Dec. 2, she attended church
morning and evening, at the latter service
taken ill with pleursy of the heart which resulted in her death Monday evening, Dec.
3, 1928, age 55 years, 1 month, and 28 days.
She leaves to mourn besides her husband,
and three children, ten grandchildren, her
mother of Empire, Calif.; three sisters:
Mrs. Jake Kauffman, Modesto, Calif.; Mrs.
John Eller and Mrs. Ezra Boone, Empire,
Calif.; and a host of relatives and friends.
Funeral services were held at Zion church
Dec. 5 conducted by the brethren C. N.
Hostetter, J. N. Engle, C. A. Frey and M.
M. Book. Text: Philippians 1:21.
EICHELBERGER—Abraham B. Eichelberger was born April 7, 1849, in Lancaster
Co., Pa. and departed this life Nov. 3, 1928,
at the age of 79 years, 6 months and 27
days.
He was married to Mary Harley in Montgomery County, Pa., July 27, 1868. To this
union were born thirteen children, six -of
whom are living: B. F. of Tabor, Iowa; A.

Old Peoples' Home

Names and Addresses
FOREIGN

MISSIONARIES

Africa
Elder and Mrs. J. A, Climenhaga, Elder and Mrs.
H. H . Brubaker, Matopo Mission, Bulawayo, S.
Rhodesia, So. Africa.
Elder and Mrs. W. O. Winger, Miss Sadie Book, Miss
Mary Heisey, Miss Annie Winger, Mtshabezi Mission, Private Bag. Bulawayo, S. Rhodesia, South
Africa.
Bishop and Mrs. H. P. Steigerwald, Elder R. H.
Mann, Miss Martha Kauffman, Wanezi Mission,
Private Bag, Filabusi, S. Rhodesia, S. Africa.
Elder H. J . Frey, Mrs. Sallie Doner, Mr. and Mrs.
Cyrus Winger, Macha Mission, Choma, N . Rhodesia,
S. Africa.
Elder and Mrs. Myron Taylor, Miss Anna Engle,
Sikalongo Mission, Choma, N. Rhodesia, S. Africa.

India
Saharsa, B. & N. W. Ry., District Bhagalpur, India,
Rev. A. D. M. Dick, Mrs. A. D. M. Dick, Mrs. Katie
B. Smith, Miss A. M. Steckley, Miss Ruth E. Bjrer.
Supaul, B. & N. W. Ry., District Bhagalpur, India,
Rev. G. E. Paulus, Mrs. G. E. Paulus, Miss M. E.
Rohrer.

Home on Furlough
Mrs. H . J . Frey, 649 F i r s t Ave., Upland, Calif.
Elder and Mrs. L. B. Steckley, Goronley, Ont.,
Canada, c. o. Mrs. Sarah Steckley.
Miss Beulah Musser, Abilene, Kansas.
Mrs. Naomi Lady, 106 East 8th Street, Abilene,
Kansas.
Elder and Mrs. J. L. Myers, Greencastle, Penna.
Miss B. E. Gayman, c. o. Clarence Musser, Chambersburg, Penna., R. 2.

Treasurers of the Different Boards
Executive Board—Amos Wolgemuth, Mt. Joy, Pa.
Foreign Mission Board—Graybill
Wolgemuth. Mt.
Joy, Pa.
D. W. Heist, Gormley, Ontario, Canadian Treasurer.
Home Mission—Abner Martin, Elizabetbtown, Pa.
Albert Reigle, Ridgeway, Ont., Canadian Treasurer.
Church Extension—Jacob
Ginder, Manheim, Pa.
Beneficiary and Poor—D. R. Eyster, Thomas, Okla.
Publication Board—Charles E. Clouse, Nappanee, Ind.
Sunday School Board—Wm. Page, Detroit. Kansas.
Tract Committee—Chas.
Engle, Upland, Cal.

H. of Kenedy, Texas; S. M. of Morril, Kans.;
J. H. of Morril, Kans.; S. W. of Morril,
Kans.; Mrs. N. B. Rotz, Sabetha, Kans. He
is also survived by forty-eight grandchildren. About forty-nine years ago he came
west with his family and settled in Brown
Co., Kans. His home has been in and
around Morril ever since, with the exception
of a short time spent in Texas.
In early youth he was converted and united with the Brethren in Christ church, later
taking up his membership in the Church of
God, spending the last thirty years of his
life in the ministry of this church. For
many years he has been in charge of the
work in Morril and has been a spiritual leader and counsellor to the members of his
flock.
The memory of his beautiful Christian
character can never grow dim. Through
the changing vicissitudes of life he maintained beautiful poise of character. He
was kind, patient and loving and in his
home as elsewhere he emulated the spotless example of the Christ whom he truly
loved and served.
Funeral services were held from the Brick
church in Morril, conducted by Rev. Mills
of Sabetha, Kans., assisted by Eld. J. L.
Charles. Text II Tim. 4:7 At his request
his favorite songs: "In the Garden," and
"Shed Not a Tear" were sung. Interment in
Brethren in Christ church cemetery.
WINGER—Bro. Christian Winger died at
his home in Springvale on October 11th,
1928, in his 83rd year. He was a minister
in the Brethren in Christ church for many
years, and mostly through his efforts our
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present church building was erected.
Funeral services were held at Springvale
church, October 13th, conducted by John A.
Nigh, assisted by several of the other ministers of the district.
WINTROW—Dewey Edmond Wintrow,
son of Bro. and Sr. Albert and Gertrude
Wintrow was born May 22, 1921, and departed this life Nov. 19, 1928, at the age of
7 years, 5 months, and 28 days.
Little Dewey's life with us was but a few
brief years, he was loved by all and made
friends wherever he went. We are glad
to think of him since he is gone, as one
who loved Jesus, and enjoyed so well to
have prayer meetings in their little home.
One time he said to his loved ones, when
Bro. Boyer gets old and I get big, I will
help him in the mission. His life was ended eleven days after being hit by an automobile.
He is survived by his parents and one
brother and one sister, also one grandfather,
other relatives and a host of friends.
Funeral services were held at the Brethren in Christ Mission, Nov. 22, 1928, by the
brethren W. H. Boyer, E. E. Engle and J.
R. Eyster. Text: Luke 23:28. Interment
was made in the Willow cemetery, near
Dayton, Ohio.
GISH—Mrs. Amanda H. Gish, born February 24, 1867, died November 28, 1928.
Sister Amanda Hershey Gish was called
to her reward on Wednesday evening, November 28, after several week's illness at
the home of her brother Eli N. Hershey,
of Lamoyne, a suburb of Harrisburg, Pa.
Sister Gish will be remembered by many
as the oldest daughter of the late Jacob G.
Hershey of Florin, Pa. She was also the
oldest member of eight children of Jacob
Hershey, all of whom survive her. Mrs.
Gish was a patient Christian sufferer. She
was left a widow about twelve years ago,
with four children surviving their father.
The "flu" epidemic in 1918 and 1919 claimed
her two daughters which was a great test
of faith. She is survived by two sons, Dr.
Earl Gish of Philadelphia, and Ralph Gish,
a banker of Penbrook, Penna.
About a year ago she was able to realize
a wish of long standing by taking a trip
to California, which brought her much joy
and happiness.
Her life was a source of great inspiration to all with whom she came in contact.
She was a devoted mother, serving her Master with unswerving faith and one who in
the darkest moments of her life said "Blessed be the name of the Lord." •
About her it could truthfully be said—
"None knew her but to love her
None named her but to praise."
Funeral services were conducted by Eld.
D. L. Graybill, assisted by Elders Jacob
Martin, Geo. Detwiler, and Dr. Bucke, pastor of the Saint Stephens Memorial Methodist church of Harrisburg. Text: Rev.
14-13. Interment in the Mt. Tunnel cemetery, Elizabethtown, Pa.
BECHTEL—Ephraim the first born of
Peter and Eva Bechtel, deceased, was born
March 26, 1857, died December 9, 1928; age
71 years, 7 months and 17 days. He lived
his entire life on the old homestead near
Canton, Ohio, having his home with his
brother Emanuel. At the age of 7 years
he had a fall from which he was unconscious
for six weeks, and from which he never
fully recovered.
He has always manifested a kind disposi-
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tion, and from the beginning of his last
affliction he had dismissed every care and
bore his affliction without a complaint and
with much patience. He said he loved Jesus and wanted to go to be with Him.
Those remaining to realize his departure
are: one sister, Mrs. Sarah Stoner of Mt.
Pleasant, O.; four brothers, Emanuel,
Henry, Amos and Harmon, all of Canton, 0.
and eight nephews and six nieces, one
brother, died March 15.
Funeral services were conducted by Bish.
M. L. Dohner at Valley Chapel. Text:
II Cor. 1:9. Interment in adjoining cemetery.
PAULUS—On September 17, there came
to the home of Bro. and Sr. Calvin Paulus
of Louisville, Ohio, a little son, a frail little
bud which required the tenderest care and
nursing, but which affection freely gave.
As he responded to that loving care, and
the little petals began to open one by one,
it filled the fond parents with joy and hope;
but oh! how soon their fond hearts were
stricken. Disease laid its chill hand upon
the little form, and after a few days of suffering little Delbert Ray, aged 2 months and
29 days, was transplanted to bloom in a
fairer clime. How it comforts our sad
hearts to know that he is "safe in the arms
of Jesus, safe on His gentle breast." His
little hands are now beckoning come.
Those who feel the loss most keenly are:
Father, mother, one sister, one brother,
grandparents Bro. and Sr. Harvey Bossier
of Louisville, 0., and Bro. and Sr. Jacob
Paulus of Union, O.; also two great grandparents and other relatives and friends.
An early summons Jesus sends
To call a child above;
And whispers o'er the weeping friends,
Tis all the fruit of love.
To save a darling child from woe,
To guard it from all harms,
From all the griefs you feel below,
I called it to my arms.
Services conducted by Bish. M. L. Dohner
at Valley Chapel. Text: James 4:14. Interment in adjoining cemetery.
TO MOTHER
Darling Mother, we are thankful
That your life to us is spared;
For your presence in our home-nest
With so few may be compared.
Yes, your life has been a blessing
To us 'neath your tender care;
For you first of Jesus taught us,
When we lisped our childhood prayer.
Now that days and years are passing—
Eighty-two have come and gone,
Yet we trust there will be others
Ere your crown of life is won.
Father, mother, brothers, sisters—
All have reached their home above;
None are left, save one lone brother;
May he reach that home of love.
Husband; yes, He's gone before you,
Also babes—grandchildren three;
All with Jesus, soon will greet you;
Oh what joy there then will be.
No more tears, nor separations;
All in Christ have been set free.
Keep you watching, waiting, Mother,
For that blest eternity.
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The above poem, written by her daughter, Mrs. Chas. F. Reitzel, in commemoration of her 82nd birthday, is herewith published in loving memory of her departure
to be with the Lord, November 12th, 1928.
(Continued from page 7.)
lambs of the flock need shepherding, and
we feel a great responsibility resting on us
that they may receive the proper food. Will
all God's children remember them and us
in your prayers?
We wish to also thank all the brethren
and sisters who were with us during these
meetings and helped to make them a success. May God bless you all; again we say,
remember us in your prayers.
H. T. Frey, Montoursville, Pa.
REPORT OF ALTOONA TENT MEETING
Greetings in the precious name of Jesus: the one that redeemed us from sin and
its bondage, praise His holy name for ever!
We had a very good tent meeting, and then
continued two weeks longer in the Mission,
it being too cool to continue the full time
out doors.
There were large crowds
at the service with the exception of a few
evenings when it was too wet and cool, often the tent being full and enough outside
to fill it half again. As to the amount of
souls that came to the altar, we did not
keep any record, sometimes there were two
or three, and sometimes as high as twelve
or fourteen in one night. We praise God
that quite a number of souls got definite
help, while others came up against things
and were not willing to go through. The
service was held by the Mission workers
with their pastor, Elder Herman Miller as
evangelist, except the last week Elder H.
O. Musser was with us. At the close of
three weeks, nine were baptized. Later
another baptismal service was held with
a number of applicants. We praise God
for the victory He gave. Will all the dear
readers pray for the dear saints at Altoona,
satan is very subtle, but we know God is
able to keep them.
—Cor.
RAPHO DISTRICT REPORT
The summer days are spent. The time
for the rustling of the leaves is here. The
dull hum of the bee has ceased. The north
wind's chill moan is heard. The frost bitten
low-lands and pastures are telling to us
that stern winter will soon be rapping at
the door.
Thus the seasons come and go. The
wheels of time go on, and silently carry
us to our destiny the long, long home;
either the place of joyful bliss or of shame
and everlasting contempt. As we go on,
on, on, in the relentless train of time, a silent voice seems to say to one and all, "Prepare, prepare, thy God to meet."
Communion Service
The communion services of Saturday evening, October 6th was an epoch of joyous
events, it was well attended and a spirit of
love, joy, praise and holy fear, added to
the service, a feeling of real worship. The
Christ in Whom we saw no beauty, and
Who was uncomly and undesired by us in
our sin, but Who became the Lily of the
Valley, the Rose of Sharon and the Fairest
of ten thousand as He saved us, was lifted, lauded, revered and extolled in the service of the evening. To all it was a time of
refreshing, an oasis in the desert.
Council Meeting
On Saturday afternoon, October 13th, the
brethren held a council meeting at the
(Continued on page 11.)
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THE FAMILY CIRCLE
AN EXCHANGE OF SYMPATHIES

come for what he had as a messa,ge
and on principle, rather than because
By Rev. John T. Chynoweth
he had called upon them and passed
a social hour. He believed in calling,
Rev. Nehemiah Rickard found him- but he wanted to have a reason for
self face to face with a duty that the call other than that it was part
ought to be performed. I am not in- of his business. That was the
timating that there are any duties thought concerning this particular
which do not demand the doing there- call. If only it could happen, or if
of. That's the trouble with them. only he had a book to return, it would
They are so obstinate as to always in- make it less a business affair.
clude this peculiarly trying feature. I
Mr. Rickard hated that term in conspeak of this particular duty facing nection with his ministerial duties.
Mr. Rickard as one of that kind which He was always at his worst when he
seemed unusually aggressive in as- exchanged. Let there be a special
serting its claims to be performed.
programme announced for Easter or
He had attended the funeral three Christmas, and he found it necessary
days before of an estimable member to guard carefully his thoughts or the
of his congregation and the widow feeling that he must match the prowas a member of his church. He had gramme with a sermon, would almost
met the late Mr. Bolton often in a so- alwaps dry up the fountain of incial and business way, and had called spiration and render him less intereststatedly and punctually at the house ing than usual. He wanted to preach
afternoons as he followed his care- what his line of study had suggested
fully prepared schedule of pastoral and what he felt important for that
work. Now that she was passing particular day.
through such a sad trial it was eviWith his calling it was the same
dently right to step outside the path way. To be welcomed into a home
scheduled for that afternoon and pay into which he had come because it
a visit of condolence.
was a part of his business seemed to
Mrs. Bolton was a lady of refinement—one of that class so often met
within churches, who say little or
nothing in prayer meetings, do not
seek office in societies, but to whom a
minister goes in almost any emergency and from whom he is sure to
get help. Yet her very self-poise
made the duty before Mr. Rickard all
the more difficult.
He found himself meditating on
the perfunctory character of what is
termed pastoral calling. It wasn't a
new sensation by any manner of
means. Often his wife had reminded
him that he could just as well have
larger congregations if only he would
call more. This or that Sunday
morning was continually brought in
as evidence, showing the outcome of
a busy week in the calling line.
He liked large audiences, but sometimes he did wish the people would

him just a little bit hypocritical, and
he didn't enjoy every home.
He didn't enjoy Mrs. Snook's who
always cried over her boy Jimmie,
who had been driven to the bad by
unwise home treatment. He didn't
like Mrs. Kailer's home, it always
smelled so, but he couldn't tell her of
it. He did enjoy others hugely, but
he had to be very careful, for jealous eyes were watching any undue attentions paid in any directions. Mrs.
Snooks and Mrs. Kailer were as much
under his care as anyone.
He looked despairingly toward a
compendium of appropriate selections
for all sorts of occasions. He knew
the contents—appropriate passages
of Scripture for a child's funeral,
consolatory bits of poetry for this and
that mournful occasion, graded and
adapted much as the readers and
grammars are for the public schools.
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Mr. Rickard had come to hate the
whole brood.
When a young man he had purchased Spurgeon's "Feathers for Arrows," but he soon found that it was
very easy to pose as a reader of that
noted divine without having any claim
to such a reputation. It was so easy
to say "Mr. Spurgeon aptly says,"
or, "Mr. Spurgeon's illustration fits
the case in hand." Mr. Rickard felt
that it was not just honest, but he
kept this volume and the compendium referred to much as some reformed toper might keep a bottle of
brandy on his shelf to prove to himself how firm he really was in his good
intentions.
It was very plain that if he was to
pay the visit he must do it independently of outside human aids, and must
trust to divine guidance. He was met
at the door by Mrs. Bolton herself,
who greeted him cordially, with the
same strength of character manifested in every feature.
"It isn't a very pleasant day, Mrs.
Bolton," said the pastor.
"Not very; but then we must have
them. I don't think I mind rainy
days very much."
"No? I suppose we do sooner or later begin to realize that into our lives
some rain must fall—some days be a
little dreary."
Mr. Rickard felt as though the current of talk was favorable for the accomplishment of the object of his visit.
"Yes, that is so, and yet I don't
want to feel that way about it. I
want to feel that tomorrow will be
all the brighter for to-day's gloom.
Isn't that a part of the Gospel you
preach ?"
Mr. Rickard was that sort of a
preacher. He had simply failed to
put into practice what he really
made much of in the pulpit and in
every day life.
"Yes," he said, with emphasis, "if
Christ's Gospel is good for anything,
it is to give us insight into the dark
things of life."
Mrs. Bolton did not respond. It
was evident why. Mr. Rickard, with
an intuition which was one of his
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sources of power, felt that silence on
his part was the way to accomplish
the best results.
It was an awkward moment. Thousands of God's most faithful ministers know all about it. A heart aching for sympathy, a, heart aching to
sympathize, and nothing to bridge
the chasm but words—so cold, so utterly helpless to meet the needs of the
case.
Mrs. Bolton was the first to recover.
"How is the work moving along
with the boys of your mission, Mr.
Rickard? You know how much Mr.
Bolton was pleased with that movement."
The question came so quickly that
Mr. Rickard ha,d no opportunity for
the consolatory remark he had framed to speak.
"Slowly, very slowly. The hard
times cut off my sources of income
and all that I can do is to just hold
my ground and bide my time."
"So even into some preacher's lives
a little rain has to fall?" said Mrs.
Bolton, with one of her rare smiles.
"I only wish I could help you."

A Revival Effort
clock opposite. He had been there
A series of meetings were opened Ocover an hour and not a consolatory tober 7th at the Manheim Meeting House
word had been offered. Arising to go, with Elder J. H. Martin as evangelist.
weather was favorable and the roads
he held out his hand and said: "I The
good for those who do not live along the
thank you so much for your kind hard roads. The attendance was very good
as the house many times was filled to its
sympathy. It has done me good, and capacity.
The strong, pathetic sermons
I want to say before I go that if a,t were an encouragement to all the saints,
brought deep conviction to the unsaved.
any time I can be of the least help to and
Six souls yielded to the call of the spirit
you I shall be so glad."
and found pardon and peace, but many who
felt the need of a Saviour did not yield
That was all. Out on the street Mr. their hearts to the call of the Lord. "BeRickard thought the matter over. It hold I stand at the door and knock," but
was a strange visit of condolence. how few open.
Baptismal Service
There was a baptismal service on NoReady-made speeches and set phrases
18th at the Mastersonville Meeting
played no part in that interview. In- vember
House. Baptizing took place in the stream
stead, he had told Mrs. Bolton his in Shank's Meadow near the church. Four
obeyed the command of baptism. The
own story of hopes and fears and dis- souls
service was very solemn and we pray that
couragements.
the spectators, especially the unsaved may
some indelible impressions.
"Well, I did the best I could," he have receivedChildren's
Meeting
The children's Meeting held at Manheim,
thought, and went home to his study.
November 25th was impresive as the chil"I had a very pleasant call from dren
rendered their parts in song, special
our pastor," said Mrs. Bolton to her readings, poems, etc. Surely the children
a place of activity and the Sunday
married daughter, who had come demand
School affords a great opportunity for the
from a neighboring city to attend the smaller lives to give expression. May
each young life be yielded and consecrated
funeral and had remained a few days to
God's will and service.
Reporter.
with her mother.
THE NEW FIELDS
Mrs. Baird looked up in surprise. A
pleasant visit from a pastor who mus t
"And other sheep I have, . . . . them alhave come for a set purpose was a lit- so I must bring—" Jno. 10:16. Oh how white
to harvest the waving, ripened grain. Evtle out of the ordinary.
ery where these are large acres in God's
"Mr. Rickard evidently isn't like field, laden and waiting for the sickle. What
a stupendous challenge to the church, the
most ministers," continued Mrs. Bol- loud
entreating call for gleaners is heard,
ton, reading her daughter's thoughts. and the church is under obligation to bring
candle of light to the world, and cause
"I know, of course, that he came out the
it to shine over hills and in dales, till evof sympathy, but he had his own way ery faint and faltering footstep is guided
of showing it. He told me the whole in paths aright.
During the early part of the summer
story of his struggle down at that lit- there
was heard the Macedonian call, come
tle mission house on Tenth street, and over across the seven mountains to CenHall, Center County, to Colyer, and
my heart has been touched as I real- ter
teach us the plain and simple way. The
ize his needs and his discouragements. call reached the ear of one of our beloved
in the person of Elder H. 0. MusIt has seemed to me that a field of ministers
ser, who gave the hungry hearts of that
usefulness has been opened up to me place an occasional service. In August
was a series of meetings started at
personally, and life will have, after there
this place and a gracious revival followed.
all, an object."
The meetings were held in a pine grove
along a beautiful mountain stream. The
And, although tears bedewed the attendance was good and a deep interest
cheek, there was a new light in the manifested. Many precious souls were
Both young and old found peace
eye, and Mr. Rickard's sympathy had saved.
and pardon, and as a result, a happy band
accomplished its purpose.—The Con- of worshipers was established. Several
baptism services were held and at this writgregationalism
ing the Colyer congregation can say,

Mr. Rickard's mission boys were always a favorite theme with him. It
was a work with seemingly few compensations or returns. In many ways
he stood alone. There were those
who were willing to help feed hungry
stomachs and clothe naked bodies,
but in the work of character building
the number of interested ones seemed
so small that oftentimes Mr Rickard
stood appalled at the lack of appreciation of the truest work among boys.
Hence, to find some one interested
was so much like healing balm to a,
wounded heart that before he knew
it almost he had launched out into an
eloquent recital of the possibilities of
the field, the chances he saw for starting boys right with the world and the
difficulties to be encountered. To all
of this Mrs. Bolton was an interested
listener. Hungry as was her heart
for him whom she had laid away, it
was just needing this eloquently worded appeal to arouse her strongest interest and start once more the life
currents flowing in right directions.
Mr. Rickard looked at the little
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"Awake O north wind, and come, thou
south, blow upon my garden, that the
spices thereof may flow out."
Monroe Dourte.

Manheim Meeting House, where business
matters were translated. In the evening
there was opened a Bible meeting which
continued throughout Sunday. Some of the
topics on the program were "Heart Talks
to the Young," "Allegiance to God and Fidelity to the Church," "Christian Courtship," etc. This service was a spiritual uplift to all the Brethren and sisters. The
speakers very ably dealt with each subject.
This was a feast long to be remembered.

If God were not more mindful of
His promises than we are of His precepts, we were undone.
* * * *
No man gives more than he that
keeps back nothing.

Page Twelve

EVANGELICAL

VISITOR

Foreign Missionary Department
Edited by H. Frances Davidson, Grantham, Pa.

BROTHER H. P. STEIGERWALD
HAS PASSED OVER
We are very sorry to inform the
readers of the Visitor that Bro. Irwin
Musser received word from the African Mission field that on Thursday,
December 6th, Bishop H. P. Steigerwald passed over to be with his Lord.
We know nothing as yet of the particulars concerning his departure, but
we know that he has been sick for
some time and his heart has been in
a precarious condition.
Brother Steigerwald has fought a
good fight in the mission field. He
came when the work was in its infancy and passed through the hardships of pioneer work courageously
and unfalteringly. He saw much hard
labor and he never spared himself.
He upheld the standard along all lines,
his faith in God was unwavering, and
now he has passed to his reward. No
doubt more will be said on this subject in a later issue.

OUR HOLIDAY
October 22, 1928
Dear Readers of the Visitor:
"Thank God we are home at last,"
is the expression we made about a
week ago. Why this expression?
You may understand by the time I
have finished telling you about our
holiday.
Our readers, I am sure, know that
we all need a change once in a while.
The missionary, I can testify, is no
exception to this rule.
When our African Conference was
in session here at Mtshabezi, the
question of furloughs and short holidays was before us all. It was arranged for some to go and for others
to stay by or at the front. It was decided for us to get away for six weeks.
Jt seemed rather hard to go, as we
knew by our doing so, others of our
dear co-laborers would be overtaxed.
But they so kindly desired us to go
and said they would do all they could.
Also some of our native helpers were
very faithful in helping, but with all

the planning the work was strenuous.
Praise God for faithful workers.
On Saturday, 1st in September, we
left here and went over to Wanezi
Mission to see the dear ones there.
We felt so homesick to see our Father and Mother in Africa, for such they
have been to us. So as it was favorable to all concerned, we were very
happy to spend a couple days with
them before going farther. We found
them in their usual health. Wish
our Brother Steigerwald were better,
but we are thankful to see him as well
as he is.
We returned home on Tuesday afternoon and finished our preparations
on Wednesday to leave Thursday
morning, Sept. 6. So we packed our
car and Bro. Winger, four children,
a native boy, and myself got in and
left here about seven o'clock f o r
Warmbaths, Transvaal. We had a
very nice trip, passed through some
wooded country, some barren, and
again some parts were mountainous.
About two hundred miles from here,
we passed through some beautiful
scenery, and just as we came up on
top the view was most beautiful; we
could see for miles and miles and at
the foot of the mountains were beautiful green trees, a citrus orchard and
a lovely little village, Louis Thricard.
We spent our second night here. Early
the next morning we left for the
Warmbaths, and after traveling
through varied scenes, we reached
Warmbaths about five o'clock Saturday evening, Sept. 8th. So after arranging for rooms and board, we soon
settled down to rest, as much as one
can with four children to see after.
But it certainly was a complete
change.
Warmbaths is a place where there
are hot mineral springs. This water
is supposed to be very good to drink
and to bathe in. Then also there are
hot mud baths which are supposed to
be very good for rheumatism and
other diseases. The water is very soft.
There are over one hundred bath-
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rooms, also large swimming baths.
Many people are greatly helped. This
place was given to the government by
Paul Kruger. There are five hotels
and some private boarding houses,
but not many permanent residents.
There are a number of Jews.
The Jews had their New Year while
we were there. They do not have a
synagogue, so they had their service in the Rabbi's house. We used to
hear them sing for hours.
The spiritual life of the place is not
very strong, it would not be a place to
send people who are in need of spiritual health. One had almost to wonder if Jesus would find faith there,
but now and then we would find one
who loved the things of God more
than the things of this world.
Mr. Ritchie the manager of the
baths was very kind to us and gave
us a bath room at very moderate
terms, also mud baths free.
We took a number of drives out to
orange groves, Carnation Farm, and
to large dams up in the mountains.
Also there was one vegetable farm we
went to see. The owner showed us
his field of onions about six thousand
(6000) bags ready to market, or harvest, also about two thousand bags
of carrots. We saw bags of green
peas and beans ready to go to Johannesburg market.
After five weeks stay we were quite
ready to start home. We again came
to Louis Trichard, Saturday evening
to remain there over the Lord's day.
We put our tent up by the side of the
car under a large tree on the commonage and were quite comfortable, but
Saturday night Ruth Violet became
very ill and had a high temperature.
Sunday afternoon she seemed some
better, but Sunday night she became
quite ill, dangerously ill, had convulsions for a couple of hours. Sr.
Chawner united in prayer with us
and God helped. For a time it seemed
as if our little Violet would slip away
from us, but God spared her. Monday she was quiet, Monday night she
slept all night, so we left on Tuesday
morning.
Soon her temperature
again went very high, but there was
nothing to do but to look to the Lord,
and I also kept her head wrapped in
a wet cloth. When she again seemed

I,
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so ill, we decided to come on home.
We arrived home at about 1:20
Wednesday morning, having come 224
miles. Do you wonder we said, "Thank
God, home at last." Yes this was to
our earthly home. But what will it
be or what must be the joy of those
who have passed to their heavenly
home.

ed to that they seem eager to learn
about this wonderful love of God and
to read His Word. I fear many times
they read the letter, but not the
spirit. My heart really yearns for
them to see and experience the deeper joys of salvation. I believe some
have tasted but there are many who
have not.
The services are held at mid-day
among the outschools. The services
at Mpopoti were very well attended,
many of the people walking four and
five miles every day. Some of the
people who lived farther away from
the school did not attend quite so
regularly. There were a few who
walked about ten miles several times
during the meetings. The last Sunday there was a large crowd at the
school, many could not get inside.
During the meeting there were quite
a number who stood for prayer.

members accompanied me) and I was
talking to some of the people in the
first hut. The one who accompanied
me went to the next hut. When the
woman of the second hut learned that
there was a white ma,n in the village,
she asked-the person who had entered to withdraw, stating that she
could not see a white man. She bolted her door, and when we had passed
and entered the next huts, she came
out and ran to hide a,mong the rocks.
Two days later we found her at another village on her way home from
a beer drink. As soon as she heard
of my presence in the village, she
came out and ran around the back of
the hut as fast as she could run.

We found all in usual health and
also saw that they had labored faithfully. Now we have again placed our
hands to the plow. Oh! there is so
much to do, so many burdened souls,
also those whom we wish felt the
burden more. Satan is busy trying
to blind the eyes of many. Few there
be that find the narrow way. Our
hearts are crushed and sore because
of those who are going into paths of
sin, yes those who know. Do help us
pray for those people, especially for
those who have been lured into bypaths. Surely we are living in the
last days. Sin is waxing worse and
worse. Pray for the work and workers.
Yours for souls,
Abbie B. Winger.
WANEZI MISSION
Mpopoti! What is it? It is the
name of a certain group of Kopjes, or
hills, about thirty-five miles northeast of Wanezi. It is also the name
of a school which we have among
these hills. The people among these
hills are, like those of the hill people
generally, of a rougher class than
those of the open country. They seem
to think that they are more or less
protected by the hills.
Some time ago it was our privilege
to hold a ten days' evangelistic service at this school. The work at this
school is not as encouraging as it was
several years ago, so we were glad
for the privilege of laboring with the
church there to help the people to see
the privilege of becoming really converted. I think of the poet who said,
"Many accept it because it is new,
but not very many intend to go
through." This seems to be the condition of many in this land. The message of Jesus is so very different
from what they have been accustom-

In connection with the meetings at
midday we did quite a bit of visiting
among the villages. When asked why
they did not come to hear about God,
the people began with one accord to
make excuses, such as, "I am sick,"
"It is too far," "My feet are sore."
"The children go, I am too old," "I
do not have clothes, I cannot read."
Many times their excuses are only
lies. I remember one man whom we
met first at his village. Of all the
dirty villagers that I have seen, he
was about the worst. He was also
filthy in the real sense of the word.
We spoke to him about coming to the
services. He said, "How can I walk
that far? Did you not see the large
sore on the back of my leg"? He indeed had a very ugly sore on his leg.
However you might know I was surprised when two days later I met him
several miles away from his village
among the rocks, trees and grass,
hunting for a little meat. We'again
tried to interest him to come, but to
no avail. How true are Jesus' words,
"Labor not for that which perisheth,
but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life,"
One afternoon I had a rather singular experience, the first of the kind in
Africa. We arrived at a certain village, (In all the visits the native
teacher or another of the church

I am glad to say that during several
of these visits we had the pleasure of
seeing several who asked to come
back to the school. They had separated themselves through sin. Their
hearts were hungry, but the devil
tried to make them believe that they
could not come back.
This is indeed a great work. We
are praying that we may be able to
do much more of this kind of work
among the natives. They need it;
the work needs it. In closing we wish
to make a few requests for prayer.
We know you are interested and want
to help in this great work. Your
first way is by way of the throne
through intercessory prayer. Pray:
that the natives may become really
converted and satisfied in Jesus; that
the backsliders may be reclaimed;
that the teachers may all know the
joy that God gives to all who are
faithful in winning souls; last but not
least, that your representatives may
have wisdom to deal with many problems aright and to give forth His
Word in a way that the people can
understand.
May God help each one of us to
stand united in this great work.
Yours for lost souls,
R. H. Mann.
He who would be angry and not sin.
must be angry at nothing but sin.

.
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Bulawayo, S. Africa
Oct. 31, 1928
Dear Readers:
Greeting in the precious name of
Jesus. We are thankful to God for
His love to us and all the blessingr
He has blessed us with.
We are now having our hot season
just before the rains start. This
year the rains have been late and as
a result quite a few cattle are dying.
There had been good signs of rain last
week, but they have all passed away.
This season of the year is very trying
on man and beast. Our eyes unconsciously turn toward the skies to see
if there is a rain cloud in sight. The
natives are busy with their charms
and worship trying to hasten on the
rain. No doubt some one has been
blamed for the lateness of the rain.
It may be because the white people
have come into the country and put
away the old heathen custom of really
worshiping as they would like to, or
the people may not be bringing
enough beer to the place of worship.
If the people could only see themselves before God and cry out to Him
for pardon and deliverance from sin,
it would no doubt do much to relieve
conditions.
There are just about six weeks of
school left in this year. It does not
seem long since the year started.
There were between fifty and sixty
boys and men in the school. There
seems to be a desire for secular education and a reaching out for the
material things of life. In many cases there is not the same desire for
spiritual things. We long to see the
conditions reversed and hope that the
time is not too far distant that it will
be so. When one remembers that it
is only a very short time that they
have been in contact with the white
man and his ways and that we must
at times be a puzzle to them with our
many churches and various ways of
worship, you after all must marvel
that they are as far along as they are.
During the month of September we
had some of the outschool teachers
here for a three weeks normal course.
They did not all come, but those that
were here seemed to be benefitted.
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Many of them are not as far along
educationally as they should be and
some need spiritual strengthening as
well. The problems they meet are
often hard and it means quite a great
deal to withstand their own people.
There is the temptation to enter the
Lord's work for the monetary value
raher than seeing the real need of
their own people. Will you pray that
they may all be real men of God with
the burden of souls upon them.
In closing we ask you to pray for
the work here that the boys and
young men who are here in school
may be used of God in the spreading
of the life-giving story of Christ.
Pray in a special way for the youth
of this native people that they may
choose the right way. And too, we
ask you to remember us at a throne
of mercy that our lives be used of
God continually.
Yours in His service,
H. H. Brubaker.

slow. You will asuredly therefore rejoice that there are signs and evidences of growth, slow it may be, but
steady and sure, in the Mission in
India.
May these answers to prayer stimulate us all to more earnest prayer and
endeavor, as well as consecrated giving, for the sake of those He died to
save in India.
A. D. M. D.

CHRISTMAS TIDINGS—INDIA
Christmas tidings are "glad tidings
of great joy." It is good to be able
to send you glad tidings, joyous tidings, from the far-flung battle line in
India. We have no doubt at all, but
that many of you were praying for
us during our annual Convention services, Oct. 28-Nov. 4.
At any rate the Lord was in our
midst and blessed His word. Many
of our dear people sought God at the
altar, some for the pardon of their
sins, and some for heart-cleansing.
It was good to see them seeking Him
who satisfies every longing of the
heart and every need of the soul.
A number of our boys and girls
were converted. A young man and
his wife, formerly Roman Catholics,
were at the altar for salvation, and
now want to join us. All told a class
of about twenty-four souls is ready
to follow the Lord in the ordinance
of baptism. The devil has been striving hard to hinder and prevent, but
thanks be unto God, who always giveth the victory, the devil must take
a back seat when God's people really
get to praying.
Nothing pleases so much as signs
of growth, even tho it may seem very

MESSIAH BIBLE COLLEGE NOTES
The winter term opened with an increased enrollment of sixteen students, making a total of 109. Nine
states and two Canadian provinces
are represented in the student body.
We were favored recently with a
visit by Benjamin Swartzendruber
and wife of Upland, California, Rev.
Lishman, Lewistown, Pa., of the Pilgrim Holiness Church, Rev. Abram
Metzger, Fayette County, Pa., of the
Mennonite Church, and Bro. D. F.
Shirk, Topeka, Kansas, of the General
Education Board. All the visitors
were given an opportunity to address
the student body during the daily
chapel period. The visit of Bro. Shirk
was timely and very much appreciated by the faculty and student body.
His former training as a school superintendent fits him most admirably
to function as an inspector of the
schools of the church. We welcome
him back again.
The school family is looking forward with confident hope of a blessed
time in the Lord during the annual
Bible Conference, which is to be held
January 13 to 20. Elder Ray I. Witter, of Navarre, Kansas, is to be the
evangelist. Other speakers listed are
Rev. C. F. Derstine, Kitchner, Ontario, Canada, Eld. P. J. Wiebe, Hillsboro, Kansas, J. Lester Myers, returned missionary and several ministers
of Pennsylvania.
—Cor.
Happy the kingdom, the city, the
family, the heart, in which God is
great, in which he is uppermost, in
which he is all.
#

% =fc
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True self-denial is harsh at the beginning, easy in the middle, and most
sweet in the end.
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(Continued from page 3.)
thought would make the beginning of the
new creation, the inception of the incarnation, fall on the same day, and therefore
Christ's birth on the winter solstice, December 25. That that date, when the sun begins to turn, was the birthday of the Mithraic sol Invictus, was not probably the reason of the choice, though it may well have
commended it as substituting a great Christian for a popular heathen festival. At all
events, the celebration of December 25 as
Christmas appears first at Rome, apparently in 353 or 354, though it may date from
336. From Rome it spread to the east, being introduced into Constantinople, probably by Gregory of Nazianzus, between 378
and 381. A sermon of Chrysostom, preached in Antioch in 388, declares that the celebration was then not ten years old in the
east, and the discourse was delivered, it
would apDear, on the first observance of
December 25 in the Syrian Capital. It
reached Alexandria between 400 and 432.
From its inauguration, Christmas became
one of the great festivals of the church,
comparable only with Easter and Pentecost" (History of the Christian Church,
pp. 169-170)—Dr. Walker.

It is evident from the foregoing and
the truth can be verified from any
standard church history or encyclopedias giving accounts of Christmas
festivals. It is further pointed out
that December 25th, was considered
by the Romans as the birthday of the
Sun-God and celebrated the day with
a high festival. For some reason,
wheich appears not to have been explained in any early writings, the
Christians chose to celebrate the birth
of Christ at the same time. We would
not venture a guess a,s to why this
adaption by the Christians of that
era, but passing on to the vital facts
which concern us today, let us consider : Why should the facts be made
known? Why not try to keep everyone in ignorance? In answering, let
us at once assume this attitude that
the truth is of greater value than any
or all of these great days.
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nearly every case is not the Christ
eclipsed and forgotten, by the glow of
the candles and the twinkle of the tinsel.
In line with this thought is it not
true also that the teaching of children to believe in a Santa links up the
parent or teacher definitely with earlier mythical celebration of the rebirth of the Sun-God and will work
incalculable harm to the child's faith
when once he is enlightened.
That the celebration of the birth
of Christ, one day in the year has real
value, we ha,ve not the least doubt,
and we would not desire to rob any
one of any degree of Christmas spirit they may have, and can see no real
harm attached to remembering our
friends with suitable gifts at this
season of the year, but the tendency on the part of professing Chris-*
tians in celebrating the day degenerates too much to the level of the
world's festivities. We venture to
suggest that in "Regarding the day
we regard it as unto the Lord."
Let then our hearts with lowly reverence
Kindle afresh that heavenly flame
And kneeling humbly in His presence
'Bring glory to His Holy Name.

Surely the thought of our Savior's
birth and what it has meant to humanity should fill our hearts with
sublime gratitude. When we consider the many precious hymns that
have been inspired and written to
commemorate the birth of Jesus, the
beautiful paintings and sublime
poetry which this event has called
forth, we need not wonder that heaven
had to help herald His coming and
carrol the matchless beauty of His
name. "For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The
Everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace."
* * * *
We can not expect too little from
man, nor too much from God.

There are some which we know will
point out that all this great ado, the
many sermons, are to direct the mind
toward Him Who is our Lord and
Savior. But on closer examination
much of that which is termed
Christmas celebration even among
Christians is earthly, and lacks a real
spiritual tone.
The Christmas tree for instance
What we win by prayer, we must
could in itself be made an object ser- wear with praise.
mon of deep and lasting value, as its
* * * *
evergreen nature clearly typifies the
An educated ministry must study
unending life of our Saviour, but in and graduate at the cross.
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A Genuine HOLMAN Self-Pronouncing Teachers' Bible
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Christ's sermon on the mount.
2 And he opened his mouth, and
taught them, saying,
3 b Blessed are the poor in spirits
for their's is-the kingdom of heaven.
4 "Blessed are they that m o u r n :
for they shall be comforted.
5 d Blessed are the m e e k : for 8 they
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